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SUMMARY:   
 
The Council is in the process of producing a new Local Plan for the area of the 
borough outside the Lake District National Park.   
 
A public consultation on a Preferred Options draft of the Local Plan took place in 
late 2020.  Following a review of the responses to the Copeland Local Plan 
Preferred Options consultation, as well as updates to the evidence base that 
informs the Local Plan, officers have identified a number of changes to be made to 
the final draft of the Local Plan. 
 
Most of these changes are straight forward and relatively minor, however some of 
the potential changes are of greater significance.  The purpose of this report is to 
present the significant potential changes to the Copeland Local Plan Preferred 
Options document, and to recommend holding a focussed 4 week public 
consultation to gather views on these significant potential changes.  The changes 
that are proposed for this focussed consultation can be found in Appendix A. 
 
The 4 week consultation will enable the Council to understand wider stakeholder 
and community views before finalising the final draft of the Copeland Local Plan. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Members approve a 4 week focussed consultation on 
the significant potential changes to the Copeland Local Plan Preferred Options 
document.  This consultation will run from Wednesday 15th September until Friday 
15th October 2021. 
 

 
 



1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Council consulted on the Preferred Options for the Copeland Local Plan 

between 20th September and 30th November 2020.  Since that time officers 
have been reviewing the comments received and updating the evidence 
base that will support and inform the final draft of the Local Plan; the 
Publication Draft. 

 
1.2 This work has identified a number of potential changes to the Preferred 

Options draft that would make the final draft of the Local Plan, the 
Publication Draft, more sustainable, robust and deliverable. 

 
1.3 The majority of these potential changes are relatively straight forward 

updates, additions or changes to wording within policies or supporting text, 
and as such can easily be incorporated in the Publication Draft. 

 
1.4 However, there are a number of potential changes that are more significant 

and may need further consideration and public engagement before making 
a final decision on whether to incorporate them into the Publication Draft 
of the Local Plan.   

 
1.5 It is therefore proposed to undertake a short, four week, focussed 

consultation on the significant potential changes between Wednesday 15th 
September and Friday 15th October.  This will enable the Council to gather 
public and stakeholder feedback on them before completing the Publication 
Draft of the Local Plan at the end of the year. 

 
1.6 It is good practice to consult on significant changes, and doing so now 

should reduce objections to the Publication Draft, help ensure a sound plan 
and help the Public Examination of the Local Plan run more smoothly.   

 
 
2.0 THE CONTENT OF THE FOCUSSED 4 WEEK CONSULTATION 

2.1 As stated in paragraph 1.3 the majority of the changes to the Preferred 
Options document comprise factual updates and minor wording changes to 
policies and supporting text as suggested by respondents during the 
Preferred Options consultation.  As such they will be relatively straight 



forward to incorporate into the final draft of the Local Plan without any 
further work.  However, some are either introducing something new, or 
removing policies or sites and therefore require further engagement before 
being incorporated into the final draft of the Local Plan. 

 
2.2 As the Local Plan is a large document it is proposed to draw out the 

significant potential changes into a short consultation document and hold a 
focussed consultation that just considers those significant potential 
changes.  That way it will be easier for people to see the significant changes 
and provide comments on them.  

 
2.2 Examples of potential changes to the policies and sites within the Preferred 

Options that are considered to be significant include: 

 Changes to the development strategy and settlement hierarchy 

 New policies 

 Deletion of a Preferred Options policy  

 Significant changes to a Preferred Options policy (e.g. those that may 
put additional requirements onto a developer) 

 New site allocations 

 Removal of Preferred Options allocations  

 Revisions to settlement boundaries 

 
2.3 The main issues arising from the Preferred Options consultation and the 

emerging evidence have been discussed with Members through a number 
of briefing sessions held earlier in the summer. 

 
2.4 During these sessions, discussion also took place regarding how the main 

issues could be addressed through potential changes to the draft Local Plan. 
Members comments raised at the time have been taken into account when 
formulating new and amended policies for consideration through this 
consultation. 

 
2.5 The draft consultation document outlining all the significant proposed 

changes can be found in Appendix A.  Should Council agree to the 
consultation this document will then form the basis of the consultation 
document. 

 



2.6 Following the consultation, comments received will be reviewed and 
necessary changes will be made to the draft Local Plan to form the 
Publication Draft. The Publication Draft will then be subject to a full 6 week 
consultation in January 2022. 

 
 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
 
3.1 The Preferred Options consultation, and updates to the Local Plan evidence 

base have identified a large number of changes to be made to the Local 
Plan.  While most of these are relatively minor and can easily be 
incorporated into the Local Plan some are more significant. 

 
3.2 It is good practice to carry out a short consultation with the public and other 

stakeholders in order to fully understand the implications of these potential 
significant changes before deciding whether to incorporate them all into the 
Publication Draft of the Local Plan. 

 
3.3 As a result it is recommended that the Strategic Planning Team hold a 4 

week focussed consultation on the significant potential changes that might 
feature in the Publication Draft of the Local Plan in order to gather views 
before it is produced. 

 
3.4  This will ensure that the Council’s final, Publication Draft of the Copeland 

Local Plan is as robust as possible before its final consultation and 
submission to the Secretary of State for Examination in 2022. 

 
 
4. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS  
 
4.1 Monitoring Officer and legal comments are:  No legal issues arise from this 

report 
 
4.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are:  There are no resource of value for 

money implications arising from this recommendation. 
 

4.3 EIA Comments:  There are no specific equality impacts that require testing 
in advance of this focussed consultation.  Any proposals that are taken 



forward into the final draft of the Local Plan will be subject to an Equalities 
Impact Assessment, along with other assessments regarding sustainability 
and other impacts in order to pass the tests of soundness for producing a 
Local Plan. 

 
4.4  Policy Framework:   

Ambition 1: Ensure Communities can Thrive 
Ambition 2: Maximise Opportunities for Growth 

  Ambition 3: Protect and Enhance our Environment 
 
4.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any: None 
 
 
5. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
5.1 None.  The resources required for the production of the Local Plan is set out 

in the Council’s Local Development Scheme (LDS), which was approved by 
Full Council in September 2020.  This additional, short consultation will not 
require any additional resources. 

 
6. HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE 

RISKS GOING TO BE MANAGED? 
 
6.1 A timetable for the production of the new Local Plan is set out in the Local 

Development Scheme (LDS) 2020.  Risks to the production of the Local Plan 
are also identified in the LDS along with an indication of how such risks will 
be managed. 

 
 
7. WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS 

REPORT? 
 
7.1 Agreement to commence 4 week public, focussed consultation on the 

significant changes proposed to the draft Local Plan in September/October 
2021.  The feedback from this will then inform the Council’s final draft of 
the Copeland Local Plan: The Publication Draft. 

 
List of Appendices  



 
Appendix A – Copeland Local Plan 2021-2038: Pre-Publication Focussed 
Consultation 
 


